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overtake the train with gazelle-like agility, while others
resigned themselves with stoic indifference to the decisions
of Kismet. Repeatedly I saw old and worthy men, surprised
in the midst of their spiritual communion with the heavenly
powers by the sly departure of the train, holding their
prayer-rug by one corner like a sail and clambering on to
the train when it was already well under way. Such an
occasion would always afford the student of philology the
opportunity of enriching his Turkish vocabulary by a series
of extremely picturesque expressions addressed to the engine-
driver, such as, 'Donkey and Son of a Donkey', 'Procurer3,
' Obliging husband', and other pearls of Eastern folklore.

At this period, most passenger-trains in Turkey carried
supplies of munitions and petrol, which lent an atmosphere
of tensity to those little episodes relating to the overheating
of axles.

The procedure which I have just described was of course
repeated at the next descent and incline. But what is a
human life more or less in the great happening of the cosmos ?
And is not the eternal ebb and flow of nature, which Allah
created, independent of all sense of time?

Thus it came to pass that the journey from Aleppo to
Constantinople, which nowadays takes two days, then took
a matter of five days and five nights, and Providence once
decreed that I should take eleven days and eleven nights to
cover the distance. But does not the Prophet (blessed be his
name) say, 'Haste comes from Satan'?

In July of the year 1917 I was able to visit the remains
of Carchemish on the Euphrates,* the once flourishing capital
of the Empire of the Hittites, which disappeared long ago.
These remains were excavated in the years 1913-14 by none
other than Lawrence of Arabia and Sir Leonard Woolley,
the discoverer of the wonderful royal tombs dating from
the fourth millennium B.C. in Ur of the Chaldees.